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Quote of the Week – “The good news is that resilience isn’t a 
fixed personality trait; we’re not born with a set amount of it. 
Resilience is a muscle we can help kids build.”  

- Sheryl Sandberg 
 

DANCE – Preschoolers at the ELC participated in a school book 
activity “DANCE” by Matthew Van Fleet.  Occupational, 
physical and speech therapists read the book to each 
classroom and taught the movements to the kids.  On the next 
day, the kids were invited to the dance hall to do the dance 

 

Class of 2017 “Top 25” 



with the animals in the book.  MCIS students assisted the ELC with the props and art for this 
awesome activity! 

 
Boys State – Two MCHS juniors were recently 
selected to for the Kentucky Boys State.  Boys 
State is among the most respected educational 
programs of government instruction for high 
school students, and is considered a highly 
regarded leadership training program.  Each 
participant becomes a part of the operation of 
his local, county and state government.  Boys 
State has been a program of The American 
Legion since 1935, and was established in 
Kentucky in 1940. 
 

At Boys State, participants are exposed to the rights and privileges, the duties and the 
responsibilities of a franchised citizen for an entire week.  The training is objective and 
practical with city, county and state governments operated by the students elected to the 
various offices.  Activities include legislative sessions, court proceedings, law enforcement 
presentations, training in various topics, assemblies, journalism and recreational programs. 
 High school juniors are selected by local American Legion Posts to attend the program.  
Selection can be made as well by the Executive Director, especially for students in areas 
under represented by American Legion Posts.  In most cases, expenses associated with 
attending this program are paid by a sponsoring American Legion Post, a local business or 
another community-based organization. 
 

Congratulations to Bryce Patrick and Will Patrick for their commendable achievement! 
 
Gateway Regional Art Show – Several Montgomery County students recently entered the 
Gateway Regional Art Show.  This show is a professional juried art show that is held 
downtown at the Gateway Regional Arts Center.  Several counties are involved from around 
the state.  The show features different categories including abstract, cartoon, digital, 
landscape, photography, portrait/animal, still life and 3D.  Congratulations to the following 
students: 
 

Cartoon 1st Place K-2: Noah Routt Mapleton Kindergartener 

 1st Place 6-8: Michael Acevedo McNabb 8th Grader 

Portrait/Animal 2nd Place K-2: Zoe Denniston Camargo 2nd Grader 

Landscape 2nd Place K-2: Evalee Brewer Mapleton Kindergarten 

 1st Place 9-12: Emily Faulkner MCHS 9th Grader 



Abstract 2nd Place K-2: Jordyn Hay Camargo Kindergartener 

 1st Place 3-5: Sarah Stinson MSE 4th Grader 

 2nd Place 3-5: Ana Tufono Camargo 4th Grader 

 1st Place 9-12: Darcy Oldfield 

Best in Show in Category 

MCHS 9th Grader 

Photography 1st Place K-2: Isabella Taylor Mapleton 1st Grader 

 2nd Place 3-5: Madison Cox Camargo 4th Grader 

 2nd Place 6-8: Katelyn Haines McNabb 7th Grader 

Still Life 2nd Place K-2: Adam Vernon Mapleton 2nd Grader 

3D 2nd Place K-2: Landen Ginter Mapleton 1st Grader 

 1st Place 3-5: McKenzie Pitts Mapleton 3rd Grader 

 2nd Place 3-5: Jennilee Barnett Mapleton 3rd Grader 

 1st Place 6-8: Sarah Yarber McNabb 8th Grader 

 2nd Place 6-8: Bryten Martin McNabb 7th Grader 

Digital 2nd Place 9-12: Johnna Townsend MCHS 11th Grader 

 
Top 25 – The top 25 students, academically, were celebrated last Tuesday, May 2nd at the 
44th annual banquet, which is sponsored by Whitaker Bank.  Thanks to everyone who 
worked to make this happen. 
 

Spring Orchestra Concert – Thursday 
evening the MCHS Orchestra held their spring 
concert.  Several pieces were performed 
including two that were performed at the 
Kentucky Music Educators Association 
District 8 Assessment in Boyd County, where 
they received distinguished ratings from all 
judges, as well as a distinguished rating in 
sight-reading. 

 



KPREP Breakout Night – On April 27th, 
families of 7th and 8th grade students 
gathered at McNabb Middle School for the 
first ever KPREP Breakout Night! There 
were approximately 50 students who 
came out to review content material for 
KPREP in this fun and exciting way! 
Students were expected to solve clues and 
riddles, and a few math problems, to 
break out of their room. There were three 
rooms per grade level to break out of, 
with a time limit of 20 minutes per room.  
One group of lucky students won the 
chance to pie Ms. Stafford for having the 
fastest breakout time of the night. They 
broke out in 5 minutes, 50 seconds! 
Attending students entered for the 
chance to win various prizes such as Bluetooth speakers, video games, and Bluetooth 
headphones. In addition, students were entered to win the chance to pie their teachers.  
 

School Records Broken – Sophomore, Jarrett Forrest set two new 
school records in the 1 mile and 2 mile races over the weekend at the 
Area 7 Track and Field Championships.  He ran a 4:44 in the 1 mile 
and a 10:31 in the 2 mile.  Congratulations Jarrett! 
 
Child Care Available – On Friday, May 19th childcare will be available 
to those in need.  Please call the District Child Care office at (859) 
497-8724 ext. 217 or 221 with any questions. 
 

Camp Kaleidoscope – There is still time to register your child(ren) for summer camp.  Camp 
Kaleidoscope has been in operation for many years and is an annual favorite.  It is from May 
30th – August 4th from 5:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. daily.  Registration is ongoing.  Activities include 
swimming, movies at the theater, open gym, field trips, arts, and more.  Meals and snacks are 
included.  The cost is $100 per week full-time or $75 three days or less for ages 5-12.  Full-
time camp is available for preschool participants, 3-5 years of age, and is $100 weekly at the 
Early Learning Center.  For more information, call 497-8724 ext. 217 or 221.  For more 
information or to download camp applications, please click here. 
 

http://www.montgomery.kyschools.us/8/News/14607#sthash.HHOerwGq.fXGXajr7.dpbs


Student Attendance – McNabb had the highest one-day student attendance for the week 
with 98.59% on May 2, but MCIS had the highest weekly student attendance with 97.05%.  
Way to go! 
 
Biggest Loser Weight Loss Challenge – At the beginning of January, several teachers and 
administrators at Montgomery County High School began a weight loss challenge.  The rules 
of the challenge were that each participant would weigh in weekly and pay $1 if weight was 
lost and $2 if weight was gained.  It was also decided that the money collected throughout 
the challenge would be split with the winner and their favorite charity.  The outcome of the 
challenge ended with a tie between Teacher, Tonya Roach and Assistant Principal, Austin 
Haywood.  They decided instead of only giving half of the money to charity they would give 
the majority of the money, after enjoying a 
celebratory lunch.  Together they decided to 
donate their reward to the Mount Sterling Police 
Department Fallen Officer Memorial fund.  They 
both feel that it is an extremely worthy cause and 
enjoy giving back to their community.  On Friday, 
Chief David Charles accepted the donation on 
behalf of the Mount Sterling Police Department 
from Ms. Roach and Mr. Haywood. 
 
Dates: 

• May 8 – Camargo PTO Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
• May 8 – MSE Treblemakers Concert, 6:30 p.m. 
• May 9 – Mapleton SBDM Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
• May 10 – Camargo SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m.   
• May 11 – Operation Preparation – 8th Grade 
• May 11 – Vocal Music Concert, 8:00 p.m., MCHS 

Auditorium 
• May 11 – Wizard of Oz Performance, 6:00 p.m., 

Camargo 
• May 12 – MSE Talent Show 
• May 12 – String-A-Palooza, 5:00 p.m., MCHS  

Cafeteria 
• May 15 – MSE 4th Grade Awards Night, 6:00 

p.m. 
• May 16 – Make-Up Day (Election Day) – School will be IN SESSION 
• May 16 – MSE Good Faith Carnival 

MCIS students are pictured above 
with the masks they created for the 

school book activity “DANCE”. 



• May 16 – Mapleton 4th Grade Awards, 1:00 p.m. 
• May 16 – Senior Honors Night, 6:30 p.m., MCHS 

Auditorium 
• May 17 – Last Day for Preschool Students 
• May 17 – Mapleton PTO Meeting, 4:30 p.m. 
• May 17 – Baccalaureate, 7:00 p.m., First Church 

of God 
• May 18 – Last Day of School for Students 
• May 18 – Kindergarten Graduation, 8:00 a.m., 

MSE  
• May 18 – Kindergarten Graduation, 8:30 a.m., 

Mapleton 
• May 18 – Kindergarten Promotion, 9:00 a.m., 

Camargo  
• May 18 – 8th Grade Promotion Ceremony, 7:00 

p.m., MCHS Arena 
• May 19 – Closing Day for Staff 
• May 19 – MCHS Graduation, 7:00 p.m., MCHS 

Arena 
• May 23 – Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m., 

MCHS Cafeteria 
 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature 
 
Academic Failure As a Potential Turning Point 
                In this Chronicle of Higher Education article, Raynard Kington (president of Grinnell 
College) says the most important event of his academic life was failing a test in 10th grade. 
He had entered an advanced college-prep program in Baltimore confident he could handle 
the work, but on his first algebra test, he got a 50. “I went home with tears running down 
my face,” says Kington. His failure was especially galling because he believed the teacher 
expected him (and the other African-American student in the class) to fail. But his parents 
rallied behind him and he got to work, practicing problems every night in an algebra book 
his mother bought in a local bookstore. With a lot of hard work, spurred on by their desire 
to prove the teacher wrong, Kington ended up near the top of the class.  
                “That experience changed my view of myself,” he says. “I found that I could be 
successful when I focused and studied. I don’t know if I could have excelled academically 
later if I had not had that first painful failure to motivate me… Failure itself can be either 

Kindergarten students at Mapleton 
paraded the halls in their derby hats 

on Friday afternoon. 

The ELC had a petting zoo today for 
students! 



good or bad; it is what we do next that determines whether the experience is positive or 
negative.”  

                This insight has led Kington to build in ways to prevent Grinnell students’ 
inevitable failures from killing motivation and learning. He talks to students about how 
they dealt with early academic failures and pushes them to take risks and venture beyond 
their comfort zones. Each semester, he writes personal e-mails to students who made the 
biggest gains in their GPAs. “While 20 e-mails do not change a culture,” he says, “I hope that 
these students get the message that the college believes in helping them learn, including 
learning how to recover from an academic stumble.” In this vein, he’s launched several 
other initiatives: 

                • Using faculty reports to identify students in trouble – At mid-semester, all 
instructors report on first-year students in three categories: solid performance, marginal 
performance, and at risk of failure. This allows for intervention before students get poor 
grades that become part of their records. 

                • Using GPA data to identify students who are faltering – Kington and his colleagues 
have learned that a small drop in a student’s GPA, even within the A-B range, is often an 
early-warning sign that a student may drop out for academic or non-academic reasons. 
Advisors immediately reach out to learn what’s going on and support these students. 

                • Intervening with students who do poorly first semester – These students, many of 
whom may not have the family support Kington enjoyed, start their second semester 
working with faculty advisers and mentors in weekend retreats and weekly group 
meetings focused on study skills, academic tutoring, shared calendars of major 
assignments, and group study. The focus is on how to turn themselves around 
academically. “As I know well from personal experience,” says Kington, “the times that are 
the most instructive in life often begin with a failure.” 

 

“Creative Ways to Help Students Recover from Failure” by Raynard Kington in The 
Chronicle of Higher Education, April 28, 2017 (Vol. LXIII, #34, p. 44), available to 
subscribers at  
http://www.chronicle.com/article/Creative-Ways-to-Help-Students/239862 
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information 
that should be added to your website calendar. 
 

http://www.chronicle.com/article/Creative-Ways-to-Help-Students/239862
http://www.chronicle.com/article/Creative-Ways-to-Help-Students/239862


Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, 
please contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
 

mailto:matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us

	Academic Failure As a Potential Turning Point

